
CERVICAL CANCER 
INITIATIVE (CCI)

WHAT IS THE CERVICAL  
CANCER INITIATIVE 
The Cervical Cancer Initiative (CCI) aims to contribute to the reduction 
of mortality attributed to cervical cancer in low and middle income 
countries. Cervical Cancer is both preventable and treatable, but many 
women do not have access to health services and treatment due to lack 
of knowledge and limited resources in many countries to effectively 
integrate cervical cancer screening, prevention and treatment into 
existing health systems structures. 

With support from the American, Canadian and Dutch Cancer Societies, 
Fondation Philantropia, National Cancer Institute-USA (NCI) and the 
US Centers for Disease Control (CDC), CCI is currently implementing 
in-country activities in several countries in Central America and global 
advocacy activities in collaboration with Cervical Cancer Action and the 
Taskforce on Women and NCDs. 

CCI country programme activities are implemented in collaboration with 
regional and international partners, including the Pan American Health 
Organization (PAHO), Network of Latin American Cancer Institutes 
(RINC), Global Cancer Registry Initiative (GICR), International Planned 

Parenthood Federation (IPPF), PATH and key UICC members in the region. 

1. GLOBOCAN 2012: Estimated Cancer Incidence, Mortality and 
Prevalence Worldwide 2012 

WHY THE CERVICAL 
CANCER INITIATIVE IS  
SO IMPORTANT
Every year, more than 500,000 women worldwide are 
diagnosed with cervical cancer and approximately 260,000 
succumb to the disease. In 2012, 87% of all deaths attributed 
to cervical cancer occurred in less developed countries. 

Thankfully, cervical cancer is unique in that the knowledge 
and science to successfully prevent, early detect and treat 
it are available - tools that could make cervical cancer a 
disease of the past.

Based on this knowledge, UICC launched CCI in 2012 in order 
to contribute to the reduction of cervical cancer incidence 
and mortality through targeted interventions supported by 
multiple partners. Country-level activities are complemented 
by support to key global advocacy initiatives in order to ensure 
sustained impact at both the national and international levels. 
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KEY ACTIVITIES
Country–level activities are currently being implemented in Central 
America as a first step based on the disease burden in the region as well 
as the potential to strengthen existing health systems infrastructure. 
Emphasis is placed on providing assistance to national cervical cancer 
detection and screening programmes focusing on the following core 
components:

• Supporting the development and/or strengthening of national 
cancer control plans, with emphasis on the cervical cancer 
component of these plans:

• Supporting the development and/or strengthening of national 
population based cancer registries and cancer-specific registries;

• Providing opportunities to national technical and research staff 
working in cervical cancer to secure fellowships, training and 
south-south education exchanges;

• Potential adaptation and implementation of cervical cancer-focused 
research and evaluations; 

• Increasing collaboration with Ministers of Health and other officials 
in supporting global advocacy efforts focused on increasing 
cancer’s visibility in the global health and development agenda; and 

• Supporting UICC member institutions in the region working on the 
CCI in developing their core skills in organizational management, 
project management, national advocacy and fundraising for long 
term sustainability.

Global advocacy activities aim is to mobilise change at the highest 
level by galvanizing the international global health and development 
community to press for commitments to ensure that cervical cancer 
prevention and control is prioritized on the global health agenda. CCI 
works closely with GAVI, WHO, IARC, PAHO and other international 
bodies to strengthen the advocacy arguments for HPV vaccination to 
become a standard component of immunisation programmes and for 
countries to use evidence-based technologies for effective screening. 
The programme’s advocacy messages are directly aligned with the UN 
Political Declaration on Non-communicable Diseases (NCDs) and aim 
to contribute to achieving the ambitious goal of reducing deaths from 
NCDs by 25% by 2025.

FUNDING PRIORITIES
CCI’s funding priorities follow the programme’s strategy, and 
are in tune with the changes and opportunities that arise in 
the world of cervical cancer. Our current funding priorities 
include:

Expansion of Health Systems Strengthening and 
Technical Assistance to LMICs in the field of Cervical 
Cancer prevention, detection and control: funds are 
needed to expand the programme’s work with Ministries of 
Health in priority countries in Central American and explore 
extension of the approach to the Caribbean and other 
regions. 

Global Advocacy on Cervical Cancer Prevention: funds 
are needed to sustain and increase global advocacy activities 
related to cervical cancer, especially in relation to global HPV 
vaccine roll-out and cervical cancer early detection in the 
2025 targets and indicators related to implementation of the 
WHO Global Action Plan on NCDs as well as taking these 
forward in the post-2015 development agenda.

Training and education: funds are needed to provide more 
opportunities for health care professionals, researchers and 
advocates in LMICs working on cervical cancer to benefit 
from relevant fellowships, south-south exchanges and 
workshops to increase their technical and organizational 
capacity, particularly aligned with implementation and  
scale up of cervical cancer programmes.

To learn more about Cervical Cancer Initiative  
please contact: rendler@uicc.org
www.uicc.org 

UNION FOR INTERNATIONAL CANCER CONTROL
UNION INTERNATIONALE CONTRE LE CANCER
62 route de Frontenex, 1207 Geneva, Switzerland
Tel +41 (0)22 809 1811 Fax +41 (0)22 809 1810 Email info@uicc.org

This initiative responds to 
the following World Cancer 
Declaration targets:


